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EDITORIAL 


Our Multicultural Society 


The Government of Canada’s official policy of multiculturalism within a bilingual 
framework is less than a decade old. The real challenge of this policy today is to 


increase Canadians’ awareness and appreciation of the cultural plurality of 
their nation. 


More than just songs, dances, costumes and food - the visible aspects of a 
culture - multiculturalism also refers to at least three inter-related phenomena. 
Firstly, it denotes Canada’s demographic reality of many ethnocultural groups 
interacting and integrating at a varying pace with all other groups in our culturally 
diverse society. 


Secondly, it stands for the belief that Canada’s national identity, unity and 
cultural wealth can only benefit from the moral and material public support of 
ethnocultural pluralism. This is based on the fact that Canada’s ethnocultural 
groups, which include all Canadians of every background, have continued to 
demonstrate the will to exist and to preserve their cultural values and heritages. 


Thirdly, it denotes the federal and provincial policies and programs designed 
to create increased understanding of our demographic realities, and to provide 
symbolic and material public support for the maintenance and development of 
the groups’ cultural heritages. 


In effect, multiculturalism reflects Canada’s social and cultural composition 
and is our key to unity in our country. 


Some citizens have asked me how multiculturalism relates to the “duality of 
Canada” I have often responded that the policy of the Government rests on official 
linguistic duality and on cultural plurality. The comments of Prime Minister Trudeau 
in the House of Commons in 1971 remain valid today: “For although there are two 
official languages, there is no official culture, nor does any ethnic group take pre- 
cedence over any other. No citizen or group of citizens is other than Canadian, 
and all should be treated fairly’: 


Norman Cafik 
Minister of State 
Multiculturalism 


Studies in Multiculturalism 


Two major and significant studies in multi- 
culturalism have been published by the 
Multiculturalism Directorate in consultation 
with the Canadian Ethnic Studies Advisory 
Committee (CESAC) - the Non-Official Lan- 
guages Study and the Multiculturalism and 
Ethnic Attitudes Study. 


Non-Official languages 

“Non-Official Languages: A Study in 
Multiculturalism in Canada,” published in 
1976, was undertaken to compile much- 
needed data on the desire for language 
retention, and the relationship between 
language and cultural retention. The B & B 
Commission had already established that 
culture and language cannot be dissociated. 
The Non-Official Languages study also took 
into account questions of the influence of 
generation, age, education, and income on 
language retention. It examined existing 
organizations and facilities, such as the 
ethnic press, to determine the part they now 
play and their potential role in cultural 
development. Non-Official Languages was 
the first comprehensive survey ever under- 
taken in Canada in the field of language and 
cultural retention. 


The study concentrated on ten ethno- 
cultural groups: Canadians of Chinese, 
Dutch, German, Greek, Hungarian, BNE, 
Polish, Portuguese, Scandinavian and Ukrai 
nian background in five major cities across 
Canada: Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, 
Edmonton and Vancouver. The survey found 
that of the number of people interviewed, 
the great majority in each group (70%) were 
in favour of language retention; 10% only 
were against it, and 20% indifferent. Extreme 
differences in language retention were 
found in the responses of some groups, and 
also between cities. Forexample, Canadians 
of Greek, Chinese, Italian and Ukrainian 
backgrounds were found to use their lan- 
guage more, and to retain it longer than 
other groups surveyed. The study pointed 
out that “in cities where these groups are 
present, overall language knowledge is 
greater. By contrast the Scandinavians and 
Dutch consistently tended to depress the 
overall city statistic on language fluency 
wherever they were concentrated.” 
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Although the research indicated that 
actual language knowledge tended to de- 
cline in each generation, statistics clearly 
pointed to substantial support for the need 
and desire for language retention among 
Canadians of second and third generations. 
The study points out that “this indicates that 
current rates of language loss are viewed 
as unsatisfactory not only by the immigrants, 
but also by their children and grandchildren.” 
Language loss was most often perceived 
by those interviewed as the most serious 
problem facing the ethnocultural community, 
certainly more serious than job discrimina- 
tion or lack of educational opportunities. 

The Non-Official Languages Study was 
instrumental in the development of a policy 
of federal support for Canada’s heritage 
languages. In June 1977 the Government of 
Canada initiated the Cultural Enrichment 
Program which is administered by the 
Multiculturalism Directorate and provides 
financial assistance for the development of 
languages other than English and French. 


Multiculturalism and ethnic attitudes 

CESAC, in conjunction with the Multi- 
culturalism Program, was also instrumental 
in initiating another major study, “Multicul- 
turalism and Ethnic Attitudes in Canada” 
Researched and written by J.W. Berry, R. 
Kalin and D.M. Taylor, the study was pub- 
lished in 1977. 

The core of this study was to find 
whether Canadians do in fact view cultural 
diversity as a valuable resource. During the 
summer of 1974, 1849 Canadians over 16 
years of age and able to speak English or 
French were selected from a national sam- 
pling frame, covering approximately 95% 
of the population. All census metropolitan 
areas were included in the sample. In the 
rest of Canada, each region and within re- 
gions each level of population density was 
represented. 

The four main attitudinal areas dealt 
with were: the attitudes held by Canadians 
toward a variety of ethnocultural groups in 
the country; general beliefs regarding cul- 
tural diversity, and attitudes concerning 
various aspects of the multiculturalism 
policy; attitudes toward immigration; and 
the psychological phenomena of ethnic 
prejudice and discrimination. 


In attitudes toward selected ethno-cul- 
tural groups, Canadians of English and 
French backgrounds evaluated each other 
relatively highly. “Own group evaluation by 
French-Canadian respondents was higher 
than own group evaluation by Anglo-Celtic 
respondents. Anglo-Celtic respondents’ 
evaluation of French-Canadians, while rela- 
tively favourable, was not as positive as 
French-Canadian respondents’ evaluation 
of English Canadians.” 

In a “most like myself’ evaluation of the 
ethnocultural groups Canadians both of 
English background and of French back- 
ground made a distinction betweenthe two 
“charter” groups, and the other ethnocultural 
groups. Canadians of English and French 
backgrounds perceived themselves as clo- 
sest to each other in the “most like myself’ 
evaluation, and both focused on two major 
features of “other ethnic” groups when 
making their categorizations: 1) length of 
time a particular group had been estab- 
lished in Canada in considerable numbers; 
and 2) visible group differences. Canadians 
of French background in general had slightly 
less favourable attitudes toward other ethno- 
cultural groups than did Canadians of Anglo- 
Celtic background. 

In the second attitudinal area surveyed 
by the research team it was found that 
attitudes toward various aspects of the 
multiculturalism policy, and immigration, 
were generally positive. Canadians of French 
background were least positive in their 
attitudes toward multiculturalism policy and 
immigration; this extended to Canadians of 
French background living outside Quebec. 
Canadians of Anglo-Celtic background 
and members of other ethnocultural groups 
as a whole had very similar attitudes to 
multiculturalism and immigration, all stand- 


if. SS. 
Multiculturalism 
and Ethnic Attitudes 
in Canada 


ing in contrast to the attitudes of Canadians 
of French background. Respondents of 
Russian and Ukrainian descent were some- 
what less positive in their attitudes to 
immigration. 

In the area of multicultural programming, 
some programs and institutions such as 
community centres and folk festivals received 
more acceptance than others, i.e., radio and 
television shows in languages other than 
English or French, and teaching in regular 
school programs of the languages of the 
major cultural groups who have settled in 
Canada. 

In answer to the question posed at the 
outset of the study, Canadians did view 
cultural diversity in general as a valuable 
resource and respondents also saw the con- 
sequences of multiculturalism to be an asset 
for Canada. The study found, however, that 
knowledge of the government’s multicultural 
policy was not widespread - only one fifth 
knew about the policy. Respondents were, 
on the whole, in favour of the government’s 
policy promoting cultural pluralism in 
Canada. 

“Multiculturalism and Ethnic Attitudes 
in Canada” is a giant step toward looking 
at Canadians objectively. It points out many 
social, economic, political, religious, and 
geographical trends in our country. It points 
to some interesting paradoxes between 
ideology and practice and makes compari- 
sons with the United States and similar stu- 
dies conducted there. 

Canada is coming of age in many ways, 
and it is time for Canadians to know about 
themselves. The Canadian Ethnic Studies 
Advisory Committee through the commis- 
sioning of recent studies has handed to us 
some powerful and candid snapshots of 
Canadians. 
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Whats New in Multiculturalism 


Multiculturalism and the Constitution 


The Constitutional Amendment Bill Intro- 
duced in the House of Commons on June 20, 
1978 recognizes the contributions made to 
nation-building by all of Canada’s ethno- 
cultural groups. 

The proposed preamble to a new con- 
stitution proposes the following: 

“The Parliament of Canada, affirming 
the will of Canadians to live and find 
their futures together in a federation 
based on equality and mutual respect, 
embracing enduring communities of 
distinctive origins and experiences, so 
that all may share more fully in a freer 
and richer life; 

Honouring the contribution of 
Canada’s original inhabitants, of those 
who built the foundations of the country 
that is Canada, and of all those whose 
endeavours through the years have 
endowed its inheritance; 

Welcoming as witness to that inheri- 
tance the evolution of the English-speaking 
and French-speaking communities, in a 
Canada shaped by men and women from 
many lands.” 

In another section, the Bill sets out for 
the first time a statement of the fundamental 
objectives of the Canadian Federation. In- 
cluded in the various aims proposed are 
ones intended to safeguard the country’s 
cultural diversity: 

“To expand the horizons of Canadians 
as Individuals, and enhance their collec- 
tive security and distinctiveness as a 
people, by affirming through their daily 
lives and governance the fundamental 
proposition of the new nationality cre- 
ated by their forebears, that is to say, the 
proposition that fraternity does not re- 
quire uniformity nor need diversity lead 
to division; and as elements of that pro- 
position: 

(i) to ensure throughout Canada 
equal respect for English and French as 
the country’s principal spoken languages, 
and for those Canadians who use each 
of them; 

(ii) to ensure throughout Canada 
equal respect for the many origins, 
creeds and cultures and for the differing 


regional identities that help shape its 
society, and for those Canadians who are 
part of each of them.” 


Ethnic Media Conference 
Response to the Ethnic Media Conference 
held in Ottawa on March 21 and 22, 1978, was 
enthusiastic. Over 200 editors, journalists 
and producers of Canada’s ethnic radio, 
television and newspapers welcomed the 
opportunity to review various changes in 
government policy and programs affecting 
citizenship, immigration, national unity, 
human rights and multiculturalism. 
Numerous suggestions have been re- 
ceived in connection with the establishment 
of an ethnic media advisory council, pro- 
posed by the Honourable Norman Cafik 
during the conference. Once all suggestions 
have been received the Minister is to de- 
cide on the best structure and mechanism 
to provide advice to him and to be of 
assistance to the ethnic media. 


Canadian Delegation in Italy 

The Minister participated in the inauguration 
of the National Congress of Italian Canadians’ 
(NCIC) housing project on April 29 and 30, 
1978, in Friuli, Italy. 

The project to raise over four million 
dollars to construct 181 housing units and 
two senior citizens homes was undertaken 
by the NCIC immediately after a devastating 
earthquake struck the Fnuli region of Nor- 
thern Italy, on March 6, 1976. Canadians of 
Italian background raised 2.7 million dollars 
from their community. The reconstruction 
project was the first permanent housing 
offered to survivors. 

The Government of Canada responded 
to the tragedy by using the Armed Forces 
for rescue and relief operations in the area. 
It also supported the NCIC project, making 
an initial contribution of one million dollars 
and approving an additional $300,000 to 
complete the project. 


Multicultural Conference Rescheduled 
The Third Conference on Multiculturalism 
sponsored by the Canadian Consultative 
Council on Multiculturalism, originally 
planned for May, will be held in Ottawa 
October 27-29, 1978. 


Hon. Norman Cafik meets residents in Friuli, Italy. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


I. The Second C.C.C.M. Report 

The Minister of State for Multiculturalism 
has released the 1977 Report of the Canadian 
Consultative Council on Multiculturalism. 

Since its first report was tabled in the 
House of Commons, the Council has set out 
on a consultation process throughout the 
country to explore areas and issues signifi- 
cant in realizing the principles of multi- 
culturalism. 

The Council’s study was conducted 
through five standing committees on lan- 
guage and cultural development, immigra- 
tion policy, media, human rights and 
humanitarian concerns, and grants. The 
human rights committee was subdivided 
into four areas dealing with administration 
ofjustice, education, immigration and media. 

Part I summarizes the findings of these 
committees and forwards their recommen- 
dations. Part II is a progress report taking 
into account the recommendations put forth 
in the Council's first report. 

In its report the Council makes recom- 
mendations in the areas of language and 
education, immigrant services, communi- 
cations, equality before the law and the role 
of government. 


2. The Multiculturalism and Ethnic 

Attitudes Study 
As was noted earlier, this new study pro- 
vides a wealth of information about the 
attitudes of Canadians toward one another 
and toward various concepts of our 
Canadian society. 
3. Multiculturalism and the 

Government of Canada 
This publication provides the background 
information «bout the Government of 
Canada’s policy of multiculturalism and 
about the activities and objectives of the 
various government departments and 
agencies involved in implementing the 
policy. 
4. Notes on Multiculturalism 
This interesting and informative short bro- 
chure prepared by the Canadian Consultative 
Council on Multiculturalism deals with various 
aspects of the concept of multiculturalism. 
5. Multicultural Assistance Programs 
This kit consists of the detailed criteria for 
the eight new and revised funding programs 
administered by the Multiculturalism Direc- 
torate as announced by the Minister of State 
for Multiculturalism in the House of Commons 
on March 21, 1978. 


PROFILE 


Canadians of Greek background 


Biitnough Greeks had visited Canada’s 
western coasts as early as 1592, immigration 
to Canada from Greece began only in the 
early nineteenth century. The first immi- 
grants were seamen who settled in Nova 
Scotia, between 1870 and 1880. By 1911 the 
Greek population in Canada was 3,650 
persons, most of whom were located in the 
cities of Montreal, Toronto, Quebec, Halifax, 
Edmonton and Winnipeg. These early buil- 
ders of Canada tended to establish their 
own businesses; in particular, restaurants, 
confectionery stores, hotels and bakeries. 
Although most settled in larger cities, some 
Canadians of Greek background went into 
farming in Ontario and in the western prov- 
inces. A smaller number from the Island of 
Skopelos became fishermen on the Pacific 
Coast. 


Until the Second World War, there was 
a gradual increase in Greek immigrants to 
Canada. When the war ended, immigration 
resumed in much larger numbers and inclu- 


ded Greeks emigrating not only from Greece, 
but also from Egypt, Turkey, Cyprus, Ro- 
mania and other countries. Today there are 
approximately 250,000 Canadians of Greek 
background. 

Canadians of Greek origin are active 
in a number of fields of endeavour. Many 
are successful businessmen and entrepre- 
neurs, and constitute a dynamic element in 
the communities in which they reside. Others 
are professionals, scientists, artists, and 
skilled and unskilled workers. Despite their 
differences, certain socio-cultural charac- 
teristics bind Greek Canadians together as 
a distinctive minority group. They all speak 
the same language and most belong to the 
Greek Orthodox Church; above all they 
desire to maintain and perpetuate their cul- 
ture and those common characteristics 
which give them a sense of collective identity. 

For many Canadians of Greek back- 
ground the church is the centre of their 
social as well as religious life. Festivals as 
well are an important tradition. For example, 


the Greek Independence Day, the national 
holiday of Greece, is celebrated by the 
community everywhere on March 25. It com- 
memorates the day in 1821 when Greece 
began its war of independence from more 
than 400 years of Turkish rule. 


Apart from large public functions, these 
Canadians are also fond of small social 
gatherings. On such occasions special 
dishes are prepared. In spite of this social 
life, however, some recent newcomers, es- 
pecially women, find that life in Canada is 
lonely at first. There is a vast contrast be- 
tween living close to friends and relatives 
in a small, familiar village and settling into 
the inevitably colder and more impersonal 
life of a strange city. Married women who 
spend most of their time in the home often 
feel isolated in these new surroundings. 

The community also has grouped toge- 
ther into various organizations whose aim 
is the preservation of Greek religion, langu- 
age and culture. Wherever possible, the 
community supports a church and a school. 
At the school attached to St. George’s Cathe- 
dral in Montreal, English, French and Greek 
as wellas other subjects are taught. Affiliated 
with each community is a women’s auxiliary 
or Philoptochos Society. (“Philoptochos” 
means “friend ofthe poor”.) These auxiliaries 
are benevolent societies and are active in 
raising money to help the needy of the com- 
munity and providing other assistance. 

The American Hellenic Educational 
and Progressive Association (AHEPA) is a 
fraternal organization which was established 
in Canada in 1928 and has chapters across 
the country. It seeks to cultivate good Cana- 
dian citizenship, to disseminate information 
on Greek culture and to promote high 
standards of ethics among its members. 
Affiliated with AHEPA is a women’s auxiliary, 
Daughters of Penelope, and two youth groups, 
Maid of Athens and Sons of Pericles. 

The Greek Orthodox Youth of America 
(GOYA), whose aims are to promote reli- 
gious, educational, cultural, social and 
athletic activities in the spirit of Greekideals, 
is another large organization which serves 
the community across Canada. There are 
also many regional societies which are 
philanthropic and social bodies aimed at 
assisting community members. Other or- 
ganizations such as the Pan Macedonian 
Union; the Pan-Lakonian Federation; the 
Florina Benevolent Society, in Toronto; the 
Greek Canadian Cultural Society, founded 
in Vancouver around 1960, encourage people 
of Greek origin to become Canadian citi- 
zens and to interpret the traditions, ideas 


and culture of Greece to their fellow 
Canadian citizens. The Canadian Hellenic 
Cultural Society of Toronto consists of mem- 
bers who are university graduates of Greek 
descent and it encourages and financially 
assists students of Greek background to 
obtain a university education. Finally, there 
is a Society of Greeks from Egypt which 
draws together a group of French-speaking 
Greeks who have settled almost exclusively 
in Montreal. 


The numerous Greek Canadian news- 
papers perform an important function in the 
process of integration of newcomers into 
Canadian life. In Toronto, the two main news- 
papers are Hellenikon Vema (Hellenic Tri- 
bune), founded in 1958 and Eleutheros Typos 
(The Hellenic Free Press), founded in 1966. 
In addition to regular political news from 
around the world, including Greece, articles 
about Canada’s laws, customs and local 
community activities appear in the news- 
papers. Other Greek newspapers appear 
in Montreal; among them are Drasis, Anna- 
gennesis, Parikiaka Nea, and the Greek 
Canadian Tribune. The community in 
Vancouver publishes the newspaper 
Hellenic Echo and the community in Ottawa, 
the Hellenic Canadian News. 

Canadians of Greek background have 
combined their knowledge of Greek tradi- 
tions with their Canadian experiences to 
make important contributions to Canada’s 
social, political, economic and cultural fabric. 
By sharing the richness of their cultural 
heritage and their values with all others they 
continue to receive the well deserved res- 
pect and appreciation of their fellow Cana- 
dian citizens. 
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NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 


Scottish Canadians cling to 

land o’ the heather 

Scottish Canadians are clutching their cus- 
toms to their tartan-sashed bosoms as fer- 
vently as ever they did when Canada’s first 
Scotsman navigated the St. Lawrence with 
Jacques Cartier in 1535, or when the first big 
wave of exiled Highlanders hit the Mari- 
times 200 years ago. 

Forty-two clans, clubs, groups and 
bands have organized themselves in the 
past couple of years into the Clans and 
Scottish Societies of Canada, co-ordinating 
for the first time under one thistle-embla- 
zoned banner. Organization chairman 
Donald Campbell says the groups sponsor 
about 300 Scottish functions a year in the 
Toronto area alone, “more per square inch 
than back home in Scotland.” 


(Globe and Mail, May 1, 1978) 


coe oe 


Francophones may lose their best allies 
French Canadians who turn their backs on 
federal multiculturalism policies that make 
room for more than simply English and 
French could lose their most sympathetic 
allies, according to Multiculturalism Minister 
Norman Cafik. 


(Oshawa Times, February I, 1978) 
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Ethnic groups urged to 

join francophones 

Quebec’s ethnic community should be 
more willing to join the francophone com- 
munity in Quebec, Marc Lalonde, minister 
responsible for federal-provincial relations, 
told a weekend conference on multicul- 
turalism. 

Lalonde told the 150 delegates that if 
national unity is to mean anything it must be 
founded on confidence. 

“Out of this confidence in oneself can 
grow confidence in others and a willingness 
to share, a willingness for instance on the 
part of ethnic groups to more rapidly join 
with both our official language groups and 
more particularly in Quebec, with the franco- 
phone community - of course without deny 
ing their own roots or cultures.” 


(The Gazette, Montreal, April 3, 1978) 


Federal-provincial relations minister Lalonde 
addresses conference 


Multiculturalism must work 

for Canada to survive. 

Multiculturalism is one of the best tools for 
creating national unity in this country, 
Norman Cafik, Minister of State for Multi- 
culturalism said. 

Canada should be able to set an 
example of human understanding for the 
world at large “but we’ve got to lear to 
respect each other and appreciate our dif- 
ferences, first”. 

He said multiculturalism is one of the 
four founding pillars of Canadian society, 
along with freedom, democracy and biling- 
ualism, all of which are equally important 
to its existence and structure. 


(The Toronto Star, April 6, 1978) 


Multiculturalism task force to focus 
attention on schools 

Ottawa Board of Education’s task force on 
multiculturalism began work Wednesday on 
its 10-month job of finding ways to promote 
multicultural awareness in board schools. 

The five member board’s first decision 
at its initial meeting was to focus on cur- 
culum and teacher training, recruitment and 
orientation through two working commit- 
tees. The group of trustees, staff and com- 
munity representatives also agreed to rely 
on local ethnic groups, teachers and pupils 
for its information and ideas. 

The group aims to improve awareness 
and appreciation in schools of the cultures 
of all students there, rather than focus on 
discnimination and prejudice. 

“We can emphasize the positive. We are 
a multi-cultural community, but we’re often 
not aware of it?’ 


(Ottawa Journal, February 16, 1978) 


Give fair shake to all people 

Gordon Fairweather says the Human Rights 
Commission will not practise reverse dis- 
crimination with its affirmative action 
programs. 

The first chief commissioner of Cana- 
dian human rights said his aim is “to eliminate 
disadvantages for those individuals suffer- 
ing inequalities. We want people to be given 
a fair shake... We want to have these people 
start the race from the same starting point 
as evervone else. 

“It isn’t an imposition of arbitrary quotas 
or reverse discrimination.” He said the com- 
mission will investigate complaints of dis- 
crimination based on race, sex, age, color, 
religion, convicts who have been pardoned 
and the physically handicapped. 


(The Citizen, Ottawa, February 16, 1978) 


Forty cultures join Toronto 

unity debate 

Every third Canadian is of other than British 
or French extraction. That means over seven 
million people. 

This increasingly vocal community feels 
it’s being left out of the current debate on 
national unity. So last week in Toronto there 
was a conference - “Unity within Diversity” 
-to discuss the problem. 

The Toronto conference was the first 
organized participation by multicultural 
groups in the unity debate. It was opened by 
the Minister of State responsible for multi- 
culturalism, Norman Cafik. His appeal to the 
500 or so participants in the Sheraton Centre, 
representing 40 countries of origin, was well 
received. “We are Canadians, we chose to 
be Canadians...we have a stake and invest- 
ment in this country,” said Mr. Cafik. 


(Montreal Star, April 26, 1978) 


From mosaic to U.S. melting pot 
divided Canada ‘will dissolve’ 

If Quebec left Canada, the entire nation 
would likely dissolve says a York University 
professor. 

Walter Tarnopolsky, a law professor at 
the Toronto campus, said yesterday English 
Canada will be swallowed up by the United 
States if Quebec separates. 

“We would then no longer worry about 
whether this would be acountry which could 
be described as a ‘cultural mosaic’ because 
we would become part of the American 
‘melting pot’,” Mr. Tarnopolsky said. 


(Montreal Star, April 26, 1978) 


| National Ethnic Archives | 


Canada’s Multicultural Heritage 
Canada’s heritage is drawn from many 
ethnocultural elements. Native Indians and 
Inuit represent two percent ofthe population. 
All other Canadians are immigrants or des- 
cendants ofimmigrants who came to Canada 
seeking freedom and opportunity for them- 
selves and their children. Approximately 
one-third of these people trace their origin 
to France, one-third to the British Isles and 
one-third to other countries. Many have 
retained their cultural identity and heritage 
while contributing to the social, cultural, 
political and economic development of 
Canada. 


History Books Incomplete... 

The roles of the French and British com- 
munities have dominated the written history 
of Canada. Contributions by Canadians of 
other cultural origins have received too little 
attention. As a result most history books 
present an incomplete record of Canada’s 
past. 


..for Lack of Evidence 

One reason for the distorted picture is a 
shortage ofavailable documents. A historian 
cannot write the story of any community 
“out of his head” He must research, redis- 
cover and piece together the evidence of 
the events and personalities he wants to 
describe. 

Historians usually seek documentary 
evidence in archives and libraries. However, 
until recently the country’s archives con- 
tained very little material describing the 
difficulties, accomplishments, social signifi- 
cance and cultural uniqueness of many 
Canadians. 


Archives 
Many people share the misconception that 
archives are irrelevant to their daily lives. 
Yet almost everyone has his own archives 
of personal papers, souvenirs and memen- 
tos containing unique information about the 
past. Clubs and organizations keep records 
of their meetings and activities, and file 
correspondence and reports for future refer- 
ence. The creation of such records is a 
normal part ofa person’s or an organization’s 
existence. 

What are archival documents? In brief, 
they are documents with textual, visual or 
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oral information. Their forms include corres- 
pondence, memoranda, notebooks, diaries, 
family Bibles, financial records, scrapbooks, 
sketches, drawings, paintings, medals, photo- 
graphs, movie films, sound recordings, and 
computer tapes. 


Age does not matter. Whether they are 
two years or two centuries old, archival 
records help to provide researchers with a 
picture of life in the past. They document 
social and cultural values, religious practices, 
political and educational philosophies, tech- 
nology, recreation, fashions in clothing and 
other aspects of a community’s existence. 
They are, therefore, a valuable record of 
the hopes and disappointments, the successes 
and failures, the uniqueness and adaptation 
of each element that has shaped the Cana- 
dian mosaic. 


Collecting Archives 
Perhaps you have archival material in your 
home or office - documents too important 
to discard yet neglected because they are 
seldom used. Eventually they may be lost. 
Such records are probably more fragile 
than you realize. They are often forgotten 
when a house is sold, or they may be in- 
herited by someone who discards them for 
lack of interest in “old things”. The result is 
the loss of a portion of our historical record. 
Now is the time to locate this material 
and donate it to archival institutions for safe- 
keeping. Such institutions need your assis- 
tance. They cannot create archival material; 
they can only preserve records which others 
have created and collected. With the co- 
operation of individuals and organizations 
the historical record of all cultural elements 
in the development of Canadian society can 
be permanently preserved. 


National Ethnic Archives 
To overcome the shortage of available 
documentation relating to Canada’s cultural 
minorities, the Public Archives of Canada 
has established the National Ethnic Archives 
to encourage Canada’s diverse cultural 
communities to record their heritage and 
to preserve all types of archival documents. 
The National Ethnic Archives collects 
material of national significance in many 
languages and seeks to cooperate with 


community, local and provincial archives. 
Thus it hopes to help in preserving the archi- 
val heritage of every linguistic and cultural 
element in the historical development of 
Canada for the benefit of all concerned. 


For Everyone’s Use 

What happens to material donated to the 
National Ethnic Archives? Collections are 
sorted, arranged, and described so that they 
can easily be used by researchers at the 
Public Archives of Canada in Ottawa. Reading 
rooms are open twenty-four hours a day, 
seven days a week, to enable Canadians to 
make maximum use of the rich resources 
of the Archives. 

Those who cannot come to Ottawa for 
research can use a reference service which 
answers wnitten requests for information. 
In addition, portions of the collections are 
being microfilmed. Copies may be borrowed 
by libraries throughout Canada for the use 
of interested researchers. 


Privacy Ensured 

Not all documents in the custody of the 
National Ethnic Archives are freely available 
to researchers. Some donors-individuals or 
organizations - request that the use of their 
papers be restricted. This is done usually 
to ensure the personal privacy of the donor 
or of other persons. Terms or restrictions 
are determined by the donor in consultation 
with Archives staff. Even when a donor does 
not specify any restrictions, precautions are 
taken to avoid improper use of the documents. 
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Permanent Preservation 

The Public Archives has large modern facil- 
ities and a competent staff that includes 
specialists in many skills. Documents are 
stored carefully to protect them against 
damage and ensure their permanence. Torn 
and worn documents can be repaired by 
special processes that will preserve them 
for centuries of research. If frequent use 
poses a threat to a collection, the documents 
are copied and the originals preserved for 
special consultation only. 

Because the National Ethnic Archives 
is an integral part of the Public Archives, all 
these facilities are available for this impor- 
tant program. We hope that all Canadians 
will take full advantage of these facilities in 
order that the history of all may be fully 
recorded and the nation’s archival resources 
be made equally available to everyone. 


Further Information 
If you are interested in placing material in 
the National Ethnic Archives, further infor- 
mation is available from: 

The Head, National Ethnic Archives 

Public Archives of Canada 

Ottawa, Canada, K1A 0N3 

Telephone: (613) 996-7453 

If you have material chiefly of provincial 
or local interest or which you wish to retain 
within your province, please contact your 
Provincial Archivist. 


The Public Archives of Canada. The National Ethnic Archives form part of the vast collection 
housed in this building on Wellington Street in Ottawa. 
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hie Multiculturalism Directorate is respon- 
sible for the implementation of a variety of 
activities that support the multiculturalism 
policy as announced by the Pnme Minister. 
The Directorate’s main objective is “to en- 
courage and assist, within the framework 
of Canada’s Official Languages Policy and 
in the spirit of existing human rights codes, 
the full realization of the multicultural nature 
of Canadian society through prcegrams 
which promote the preservation and sharing 
of cultural heritages and which facilitate 
mutual appreciation and understanding 
among all Canadians’: 


ne WP Niece 


In working to achieve this objective the 
Directorate has two main lines of approach: 
one is directed specifically towards Cana- 
dian cultural groups and organizations to 
help them to articulate their needs andachieve 
their individual aspirations and the other is 
directed at society at large to increase 
awareness and appreciation of the bilingual 
and multicultural nature of our country. 

A wide variety of activities is pursued 
by the Directorate with the aim of directly 
assisting the country’s many cultural groups 
and communities in their efforts to maintain 
and develop their culture in the Canadian 
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The Multiculturalism Directorate 
and its Program 


context. Activities or projects which are 
encouraged and supported may include 
conferences or seminars discussing current 
issues of concernto a particular group; ways 
and means of refining organizational skills; 
the collection and exhibition of art and craft 
works; the production of audio-visual or 
other resource material for use within a 
group or to be shared by other groups; the 
writing of creative literature and its publi- 
cation in either of the official languages or 
in the ancestral languages; the development 
of the performing arts and many others. 
Special consideration is given to projects 
which promote the cultural integration of 
immigrants. All in all the emphasis is on 
projects which can be seen to be meaningful 
in the development of a given group and 
which contribute to the objectives of the 
Multiculturalism policy. 

Beyond projects such as the ones listed 
above, which are initiated by members of 
the various cultural communities, the Direc- 
torate itselfhas initiated anumber ofprojects 
also directed at the cultural development of 
communities. These include the provision 
of support for the teaching of ancestral lan- 
guages in classroom settings but outside the 
formally organized school systems. Financial 
assistance is given not only towards the 
operating costs of the courses but also to- 
wards the cost of training instructors and 
developing language teaching-aids relevant 
to the Canadian context. Efforts are also 
made to encourage the growth of co-ordi- 
nating organizations, such as multicultural 
councils, which promote inter-cultural acti- 
vities and stimulate creative encounters and 
interchange. Such interchange can contn- 
bute a great deal to the breaking down of 
barriers among Canadians and can play a 
significant part in creating a feeling for the 
uniqueness of this nation. 


Conveying such a feeling of uniqueness 
to the rest of Canadian society is what the 
other aspect of the Directorate’s program 
attempts to achieve. For this, close co- 
operation is established and continuous 
exchange of information carried on with 
cultural institutions and agencies that have 
programs dealing with cultural develop- 


ment such as the Canada Council, the National 
Library, the Public Archives, the National 
Museums, the National Film Board, folk arts 
councils and various national organizations 
of authors, artists, playwrights, publishers 
and educational resource developers. Multi- 
culturalism is promoted also through a public 
relations program directed at the mass media, 
through information campaigns and through 
the encouragement of those projects which 
may have a particular impact on public 
opinion. 

The following are some examples of 
more specific activities that are being under- 
taken in this area. 

Support is provided for scholarly re- 
search and academic courses of study in the 
field of the humanities, social sciences and 
fine arts relating to important aspects of 
cultural pluralism in Canada. Not only is 
research supported and encouraged but 
provisions exist for arranging exchanges 
of professors and lecturers for academic 
sessions or just individual lectures. Research 
projects are evaluated by an advisory body, 
the Canadian Ethnic Studies Advisory Com- 
mittee, which is composed of academics 
from a variety of disciplines. 

A series of ethnic histories have been 
or are being commissioned in order to 
encourage an awareness of the integral part 
played by various minority groups in Cana- 
dian history. These histories are intended 
for the general public as well as educational 
institutions. A series of anthologies in the 
official languages is also being planned. 
This series would display and promote the 
creative literary contribution of Canada’s 
many cultures. Translation into the official 
languages is encouraged as one way of 
reaching as many Canadians as possible. 
There are also a number of ongoing activi- 
ties in the performing arts such as multi- 
cultural theatre and choir festivals, work- 
shops and involvement in major national 
events. 

In addition to these two well-defined 
aspects of the Directorate’s work there is, 
naturally, a continuous process of becoming 
acquainted with the concerns and activities 
of cultural groups, and of keeping abreast of 
cultural events in Canada and abroad as well 
as of educational resources available and all 
other potentially useful information, so that 
the functions of the Directorate can be car- 
ried out in the most efficient and effective 
way possible. ; ; 

A large part of this information gathering 
is accomplished through the Ethnic Press 
Analysis Service which analyses more than 
200 ethnic newspapers and periodicals pub- 


lished in over 30 languages. This Service 
provides the government with information 
on and analyses of opinion trends and major 
events within ethno-cultural communities. 
This is being done through the publication 
of a monthly review of the ethnic press, 
special bulletins on specific topics, trans- 
lations of individual articles, and written and 
verbal replies concerning reports on ethno- 
cultural groups, organizations and events 
which are made available to all federal 
government departments and federal agen- 
cies. The Service also carries on liaison 
activities with the Canadian Ethnic Press 
Federation and its four affiliated press clubs 
of ethnic newspapers as well as the Cana- 
dian Scene. 

A very important element of the whole 
program is the part played by the officers 
who carry it out. To ensure maximum effec- 
tiveness, these officers carry out both na- 
tional responsibilities from Ottawa and 
regional and local responsibilities from 
offices located across the country. Program 
officers develop and maintain meaningful 
contact with national and a multitude of local 
organizations. They provide information 
about assistance available from various 
sources, relay concerns to governments 
and private agencies and, in general, act as 
resource persons withrespectto community 
development or as experts in certain disci- 
plines or areas of culture. Both national and 
field representatives closely co-ordinate 
and co-operate in their work to ensure that 
communities, regardless of their national or 
regional character, are fully assisted in their 
endeavours to participate completely in 
Canada’s pluralistic society. 
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“A striking fact which emerged from our 
research into the cultural groups other 
than the British and French in Canadian 
society is that so little is known about 
the subject....We urge Canadian scholars 
and learned societies to give high prionty 
to research concerning immigration and 
ethnic relations and their effects upon 
our social, economic, political and cul- 
tural life.’ (Postscript to Book IV of the 
B & B Commission Report) 


Out of the Report of the Royal Commis- 
sion on Bilingualism and Biculturalism came 
the official recognition of the valuable con- 
tributions made by Canada’s ethnocultural 
groups. In 1973, as a result of the urging in 
the postscript to this report to greater cul- 
tural awareness and education in Canada, 
came the formation of the Canadian Ethnic 
Studies Advisory Committee (CESAC). 

The Committee is a small group of 
academics chosen mainly for their scholarly 
competence, but they are as broadly repre- 
sentative as possible in terms of discipline, 
ethnocultural background and geography. 
CESAC advises the Multiculturalism Direc- 


The Canadian Ethnic Studies 
Advisory Committee 


torate on the development of ethnic studies 
in Canada. It assists in the evaluation of re- 
search studies, and recommends policies 
which are derived from such studies. The 
Committee also helps design programs 
which will implement the policy of multi- 
culturalism, and recommends scholars for 
specific tasks related to this. The recently 
announced Canadian Ethnic Studies Program 
was developed in close consultation with 
the Committee, which now assists in admin- 
istering the program. This program consists 
of two components: Visiting Professorships 
and Lectureships, and Ethnic Research. The 
Visiting Professorships and Lectureships 
component provides financial assistance 
to Canadian post-secondary institutions to 
utilize the services of a visiting professor 
for an academic year or to supplement an 
existing ethnic studies program by employ- 
ing a visiting lecturer on a short term basis. 
The Ethnic Research component of the 
Program provides financial assistance to 
scholars, institutions of learning and research 
agencies to develop research projects which 
further the objectives of the multicultural 
policy. 


Regional Directorates 


ATLANTIC REGION 
Suite 700, 7th Floor 

Duke Tower, Scotia Square 
Halifax, N.S. B3] 1P3 

Tel: (902) 426-6330 


ONTARIO REGION 

60 St. Clair Avenue East, Suite 601 
Toronto, Ontario M4T IN5 

Tel: (416) 966-7541 


PACIFIC REGION 

1525 West 8th Avenue, Room 207 
Vancouver, B.C. V6] 1T5 

Tel: (604) 732-411 


QUEBEC REGION 

1080 Beaver Hall Hill, Room 2102 
Montréal, Québec H2Z 188 

Tel: (514) 283-4780 
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PRAIRIE REGION 

177 Lombard Avenue, Main Floor 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 0W4 
Tel: (204) 949-2847 


MULTICULTURAL CALENDAR 


September Hamilton 
Serbian League of Canada 

Annual Convention 

September Thunder Bay 


Central Association of Finnish Societies 
Finnish Senior Groups Annual Festival 


September 

German Organization of Sudeten 
Germans in Canada 

Sudeten German General Meeting 


Toronto 


September 1 -3 St. John’s 
St. John’s Folk Arts Council 

Folklife Festival 

September 2-17 Toronto 


Harbour Front Gallery 
Polish Canadian Painting and Sculpture 


September 4 Toronto 
Byelorussian Co-ordinating Committee 
Annual Byelorussian Meet 

September 4 Toronto 


ainian Canadian Youth Association 
Ukrainian Youth Conference 


September 8-10 Kingston 
Italo Canadian Club of Kingston 

Roman Style Chariot Races 

September 15-16 Ottawa 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
Annual Conference: “A Statistical 
Compendium on the Ukrainians in Canada 
1891-1977” 


September 23 Hamilton 
Armenian Community Centre 


Armenian Cultural Evening 


September 25-26 
Canadian Association of 
School Administrators 
Annual Convention 


September 27-29 Quebec City 
Canadian Education Association 
Annual Convention 


Quebec City 


September 29 Toronto 
National Association of Canadians of 
Origins in India 

National Conference 

October Thunder Bay 
Central Association of Finnish Societies 
Finnish Thanksgiving Programs 

October Vancouver 


National Japanese-Canadian Citizens 
Association 
Japanese-Canadian Annual Conference 


October 
Latvian Business and Professional 
Men’s Association 

25th Anniversary Ball 


Toronto 


October New York, U.S.A. 
Association of Ukrainian Journalists 

in Canada 

Ukrainian Journalists’ Congress 


October 1-7 Trois Riviéres 
Comité d’accueil aux Néo-canadiens 
Italian Week 


October 2-15 Hamilton 
Festitalia Corporation 

Festitalia ’78 

October 6-9 Toronto 


Ukrainian National Federation of Canada 
Convention 


October 7-8 Toronto 
Latvian National Youth Association 
in Canada 


24th Latvian Youth Annual Congress 


October 7-8 Montreal 
Canadian Polish Congress 

October 7-9 Kitchener 
Kitchener Waterloo Octoberfest 
Trachtenfest 
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October 11-13 Vancouver 
Canadian Ethnic Studies Association 
Conference: “Ethnicity Power & Politics 

in Canada” 


October 22 Toronto 
Association of German Canadian 
Language Schools 

October 23 Toronto 


Hungarian Canadian Federation 
Celebration of Hungarian Uprising- 1956 


October 27-29 

Canadian Consultative Council on 
Multiculturalism 

Third Canadian Conference on Multi- 
culturalism 


Ottawa 


October 28 St. Catharines 
50th Anniversary 


Canadian Polish Society 


October 28-November 5 Toronto 
Greek Cultural Week 


Hellenic Cultural Centre 


October 29 
60/30 Anniversary Celebration 
of Canadian Slovenes 


Toronto 


November 
Irish Dance Teachers of Canada 
National Championship-Irish Dancing 


Toronto 


November Winnipeg 
Mennonite Central Committee 

Annual Meeting 

November 2-4 Toronto 


Teachers of English as a Second 
Language Assoc. of Ontario 
Conference 


November 2-4 Hamilton 
Multicultural Week 

November 4 Sudbury 
Ukrainian War Veterans Association 
Golden Anniversary Banquet 

November 4 Ottawa 
India-Canada Association 

Diwali Celebration 

November 5 Orillia 


Canadian Association of Neighborhood 
Services 
Multicultural Challenges Conference 


November 9-11 Toronto 
Ontario Association for Curriculum 
Development 

Conference: “What Future? What Child?” 


November 11 

Sons and Daughters Protestant 
Association of Ireland 

Jubilee 


Hamilton 


November 11-12 Winnipeg 
Conference of Mennonites in Canada 
Russian Mennonite Studies Seminar 


November 12 
Latvian Community Council 
Choral and Symphony Concert 


St. Catharines 


November 17 
Canadian Multicultural 
Festival of Choirs 


Ottawa 


November 18 Toronto 
Latvian National Federation in Canada 
Latvian National Day Celebration 


November 26 
St. Andrew’s Society of Ottawa 
St. Andrew’s Day Celebration 


Ottawa 
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